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LIMITED EDITION 2013 
Become part of racing history with a robust 316L 
stainless steel case, scratch-resistant sapphire crystal 
and water resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 












Lower, faster, harder... 

If there is one image that encapsulates why Jeffrey 
Herlings has held such a monopoly on the FIM MX2 
Motocross World Championship this year then this mo¬ 
ment of ‘84’ attempting to overtake team-mate Jordi 
Tixier in Germany does a pretty good job. OTOR issue 
61 heavily features the Dutch eighteen year old after his 
confirmation as one of the fastest motorcyclists on the 
planet last weekend 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Putting the brakes on Yamaha... 

As most people who follow MotoGP will know by now, 
Cal Crutchlow has decided to change from Black to 
Red. In a recent interview on www.motomatters.com 
the Brit said he has always made good career choices. 
Let’s see how this plays out during 2014 and ‘15. In 
the meantime don’t miss the Blog /opinion of BBC 
TV’s Matt Roberts in this issue 

Photo by Milagro/Tech3.fr 

















AMA-MX* 

Wash ‘n Go?^ 

The destination of former AMA motocross champi¬ 
on Dean Wilson’s signature for 2014 is still gaining 
some traction in gossip circles. There is an offer 
on the table for Grand Prix racing, so will the Scot 
fancy the international challenge after seven years 
in North America? Or will he stay on his Pro Circuit 
Kawasaki for another Supercross campaign? 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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GRAND PRIX OF CZECH REPUBLIC 

LOKET ■ AUGUST 4th ■ Rnd 14 of 17 — 


MX1 winner: Clement Desal/e, Suzuki 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 









MXGP CZECH republic: 




T he Herlings Show reached the third act at 
Loket. The Dutchman has been inseparable 
from a host of numbers all season and the figures 
merged together to set the foundations of the 
most comprehensive FIM World Championship 
defence in the history of the sport. 18 years old, 
two titles, thirty GP wins, fourteen this season - 
undefeated - and twelve shut-outs; a kid wouldn’t 
even dare to dream about these kinds of accom¬ 
plishments. The fourth and final instalment in this 
remarkable story will now be drawn out over the 
next five weeks as Herlings cannot drop his guard 
and wreck a potentially historic perfect and utterly 
peerless campaign. 

Loket, all stones, twists, perilous edges, sharp 
bumps and narrow one line routes was everything 
expected of a forty year old facility manned by an 
enthusiastic and tireless club, an organisation that 
strives to keep with the shifting demands of the 
modern Grand Prix. Their major renovations to 
house the Skybox/podium structure meant a new 
start gate that was bizarrely located on the other 
side of the layout and away from the natural am¬ 
phitheatre housing most of the public. One or two 
new jumps refreshed the age-old course but did 
not alter the character of Loket that vastly reward¬ 
ed the good starters and punished the error-prone. 
The close lap-times and technical nature of the 
track ensured this. 

The site and the rest of the MX2 class bowed to 
Herlings’ mastery in MX2 and aside from one 
sketchy moment through the new rhythm sec¬ 
tion the champion was in a different sphere to 
launch a rocket of KTM celebrations that had been 
slowly and surely counting down since Qatar in 
March. Behind, Christophe Charlier’s use of the 
factory Yamaha on a hard-pack that he confessed 
to enjoying meant that he won the routine bat¬ 
tle of ‘who will be second?’ in the category. The 
Corsican seemed to be deep in conversation with 
former world champion Mickael Pichon when he 
didn’t have his helmet on, although it was hard to 
measure the Frenchman’s influence as the only dif¬ 
ference to his performances was more efficiency 
out of the gate. 


























Charlier is growing in confidence and stature and 
at the end of 2013 he will remember that he is 
the only rider so far to have beaten Herlings to 
the line in a straight MX2 shootout. The ex Euro¬ 
pean Champion enjoyed some bashing with Jose 
Butron in the first moto and the crashing Spaniard 
lamented a broken clutch that eventually allowed 
Charlier to peg back 18 points on the KTM man in 
the championship as the pair duel for third place. 
Butron was back in the top three in the second 
outing but hinted he won’t forget the Czech clash 
in a hurry. 

The slight athlete from the south bumped Alek¬ 
sandr Tonkov down to fourth but the overall rank¬ 
ing permitted the Russian his first podium finish 
on the privateer CRF250R and gave the Husqvarna 
racing brass cause for optimism with his rumoured 
signature for 2014 all but confirmed and possibly 
ready to be announced in Belgium in two weeks. 

Glen Coldenhoffs KTM expired to allow Dean 
Ferris’s hope of stealing fifth in the standings to 
remain alive. The Australian was a disappointing 
eleventh on his first visit to Loket but was an apt 
example of how mid-pack getaways and miscalcu¬ 
lations were simply not good enough. Jordi Tixier 
was also another victim of lacklustre launches 
while Alessandro Lupino’s crash in the second 
moto threw a genuine podium shot to the wind. 

Lupino’s countryman Tony Cairoli cut a disappoint¬ 
ed figure for the second time in 2013. The MX1 
World Champion was beaten and hurt at Maggiora 
for his home Grand Prix in June. This time an 
engine stall in the first moto and a crash trying to 
overtake the impressive Jeremy Van Horebeek in 
the second meant that he missed the podium for 
the first occasion in fourteen events. 

In the MX2 side of the Red Bull KTM awning there 
was joy, beer, music and even a random stripper. 
Across in MX1 the atmosphere was a bit more 
subdued with Ken De Dycker also tiring and loses 
places in the second moto to concede the last step 
of the podium to Evgeny Bobryshev. Cairoli at least 
took consolation in a 90 point margin in the cham¬ 
pionship. 





They might not have won a title but the Rockstar 
Suzuki camp was also buzzing. Clement Desalle 
continued his every-other-year win streak at Loket 
(and hasn’t dipped out of the top three in five sea¬ 
sons in the Czech Republic) while Kevin Strijbos 
was runner-up at the track where he toasted his 
first GP triumph and that of the RM-Z450 in 2005. 
It was no co-incidence that the factory Suzukis 
were at the peak of the MX1 pack around the first 
and initial corners of each moto but Desalle was 
simply superb and faultless for an eleventh po¬ 
dium of 2013 and more points over De Dycker and 
the absent Gautier Paulin in the standings. 

Bobryshev’s turnaround for a curious podium dou¬ 
ble for Russia for the first time in the ten season 
history of MX1 and MX2 was unexpected. Particu¬ 
larly after the debacle of the pitlane water bucket 
in the heat of Germany the previous Sunday. The 
searing heat of Saturday at Loket had abated 
slightly for raceday and this worked in the Rus¬ 
sian’s favour as he responded to the pressure of 
having a fleet of Japanese HRC technicians in at¬ 
tendance as well as a large gathering of European 
media for the 2014 CRF press test on Monday. 

Injuries took their toll on the roll call for MX1 and 
the gate barely accommodated twenty riders. 
Perhaps a full compliment of forty at every GP is 
not required (many people are in agreement with 
this) and with the official team and entry lists now 
promising a guaranteed process of competing 
instead of a lottery through qualification then ways 
to ensure a healthy participation will have to be 
closely examined by Youthstream and the FIM for 
2014. 

Numbers are unlikely to be a problem in the three 
remaining Grands Prix of 2013 with Bastogne set 
to welcome Belgian crowds and interest, Matter- 
ley Basin in the UK proving to be one of the most 
popular tracks in Europe and home of the MXGP 
Festival with more than ten classes in action and 
then the sand of Lierop in the Netherlands bring¬ 
ing the curtain down on the 2013 drama. 
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A steady Evgeny Bobryshev tackles 
the problematic pit-lane area. The 
riders have already scaled the 
steepest part of the'track to arrive 
here. Maxime Desprey had a hefty 
jysh i^^C^fVatch the clip 




Although a former winner at Loket Tony Cairoli 
looked out of sorts through the weekend. His small 
mistakes in the races didn’t have much to do with the 
track itself - and the Sicilian admitted that he had an 
‘off day’ - but it was one of the few occasions where 
222 felt the need to state his opinion on the compact 
circuit and he was not the only rider with concerns 
for the minor margin for error. 

Tony, not a good weekend... 

I’m really disappointed about my riding. I couldn’t find 
a rhythm the whole weekend and was struggling a lot 
with this track. 

You mentioned several areas that you were not happy 
with and that you went to see the officials twice. Do 
you think that getting together with a few riders and 
forming some sort of advisory group might help cir¬ 
cuits develop in the future? 

I don’t know. It has never worked in the past. I don’t 
think it is a problem from Youthstream I think it is a 
combination of things because there is not one per¬ 
son who is clearly looking after the safety issues. For 
sure the FIM have the rules when it comes to safety 
but it is more in the direction of the person working 
on the original layout of the track. The pitlane today 
was in a dangerous place and luckily nobody hit it. 
Coming up that hill with so many stones and bumps 
it was easy to have contact with somebody and there 
was no room. When I see something I say it. I can¬ 
not do any more. I was actually going very slowly in 
that place and it was very slippery with the rain. I was 
almost ‘giving up’ in that spot and just trying to bring 
it home. I was also riding stiff and not very well. 

Do you think as six times world champion that your 
voice should carry a bit further on matters like 
these? 

I’m not doing this because someone pays me or tells 
me. I just say what I feel and what I see. You can only 
hope that someone listens. 

You’ve been an advocate for modern and new cir¬ 
cuits, so is this a small example of what you’ve been 
saying? 

If you look at it in terms of safety then Germany 
[Lausitzring] was very bumpy but if you went off the 
track then you had the space to come back. There 
were no iron fences or anything like that and I think 
we just have to look a bit more at the organisation 
and how motocross tracks are built. 
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This Saturday qualification heat 
crash by Dean Ferris pretty much 
ruined any podium chances for the 


Australian and the unlucky Jake - 
Nicholls (45) collected into th#melee 
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PLAY 


Tommy Searle’s starts continue 
to be a handicap. The Brit was 
also disappointed to run into 
backmarkers and get mugged by 
Strijbos on the last lap of the second 
moto in the battle for fourth place 









First podium for Alex 
Tonkov and Honda’s in 
MX2 for over a year 


Can you count the 
titles? Bayle, Strijbos 
and Everts have a go. 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

2 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Evgeny Bobryshev, RUS 

Honda 

4 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 

5 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 


MX1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 14 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

643 

2 

Clement Desalle 

553 

3 

Ken De Dycker 

514 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

465 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

437 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Christophe Charlier, FRA 

Yamaha 

3 

Alex Tonkov, RUS 

Honda 

4 

Alessandro Lupino, ITA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 14 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

692 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

515 

3 

Jose Butron 

436 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

405 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

377 
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KTM250EHB-F 


Go to the limit battle your doubts and overcome them. When the slope is steeper and 


tougher than ever before, get used to it and keep riding 


With your KTM 250 EXC-F you’ll find your way. The new state-of-the art DOHC engine 


delivers a lot more torque, even at lower revs, and defines the benchmark of its 


t to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and observe the applicable provisions of the road traffic regulations! 

may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. Photos: R. Schedl, H. Mitterbauer 


















SUES BLOG 


LOCATION, LOCATION... 


By Adam Wheeler 



I n the space of a week Grand Prix motocross 
swung from two extremes. A visit to the 
Lausitzring (Germany) showed a persistent 
future trend for the sport at a temporary track 
inside a vast motorsport complex while Loket 
was a throwback, a meeting at a staple, forty 
year old circuit that has reluctantly modernised 
where possible but remains trapped by logistical 
limitations. The racing wasn’t the best of 2013 
at either; the freshly created fast and jumpy 
layout or the narrow, one line hard-pack where 
over-taking was difficult. The crowds were fairly 
similar; the atmosphere busier at Loket but 
Lausitzring was always on a loser with such a 
vast stadium section to fill. The Eurospeedway 
in Germany is unlikely to pop up on the cal¬ 
endar again. After the Nations this September 
Teutschenthal should return to its role as home 
of German motocross in 2014. That leaves Losail 
in Qatar - an exotic, winter-defying race about 
night and lights more than anything else - as 
the sole road race venue on the plan. 

I cannot quite agree with the opinions and mes¬ 
sages I saw that heading to the Lausitzring was 
‘not motocross’. What is motocross for you? For 
me the sport is about phenomenal speed across 
difficult terrain, expressionism, and close battles 
where lap-times can vary and a race-winning 
margin can evaporate in minutes. As long as a 
track can facilitate this, doesn’t pose a threat 
of being washed away if the weather turns and 
gives some kind of payback to the public in 
terms of being a pleasurable viewing experience 
then I couldn’t give a toss where it is. 

Packed crowds by the fences can crank up the 
feeling of an atmosphere and this is why Mag- 
giora will be the best event of 2013 unless the 
fans do the sensible thing and fill out Matterley 
Basin in three weeks. It depends on your priori¬ 
ties for a race. 


There was little ambience at Lausitzring but this 
did not make the action on the floor any less 
engaging. Outside the track posts Eurospeedway 
failed in terms of generating a vibe but maybe 
the close proximity of the Nations didn’t help 
or the burning temperatures either. Donington 
Park was not particularly startling, Mallory Park 
neither but Franciacorta was excellent and there 
has to be still some untapped potential when it 
comes to road race facilities. The combination 
of the course (getting the public near) and dates 
have to come together, with the effectiveness of 
the racing surface a key ingredient. 

In the end many of the riders could not com¬ 
plain about the track at the Lausitzring. It did 
not prevent them from finding overtaking spots 
and was generally well-received. There were 
more possibilities there than Loket, that’s for 
sure. 

Those that saw pictures of the Eurospeedway 
and turned their noses up will either have to 
embrace a changing aspect of Grand Prix (and 
it is not like the FIM series has recently turned 
in this direction, races were happening at Zolder 
in 2004) or cherry-pick the meetings to follow 
in the future, those like Maggiora, Valkenswaard, 
Ernee or Matterley. It seems that Youthstream 
and even important figures like world champion 
Tony Cairoli are thinking firmly ahead and to 
a fresh breed/wave/generation of fans when it 
comes to a presentable new sport. 

Grand Prix tracks now may well have very little 
in common with the sites that kids and riders 
are circulating around the world but, well, isn’t 
that the point? GP remains accessible thanks to 
the paddock and strains of the blue-collar men¬ 
tality but is also needs some exclusivity to make 
it more desirable and marketable to be able to 
appeal and survive and progress. 



Gautier Paulin 

Team Factory Kawasaki 
Photo: Stanley Leroux 














HIE RUNGS & MX2 



By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 

effrey Herlings has once more been 
crowned as MX2 World Champion after a 
magnificent title defence. The teenager’s vic¬ 
tory at the Grand Prix of Czech Republic last 
Sunday elongated his unbeaten streak. After 
two ruthless years terrorising the MX2 class 
the Dutchman has -inexplicably or not - com¬ 
mitted to another season in the category on 
the factory 250SX-F. Should, and could, he 
move to MX1? 


Most race fans would want to see Herlings bat¬ 
tle Tony Cairoli whether on KTM 350s or 450s. 
Is a crack at the AMA and the USA the next 
best option instead of another term pulveris¬ 
ing his MX2 peers into submission with vic¬ 
tory margins sometimes nearing a minute? Via 
exclusive interviews we canvassed opinion on 
what ‘84’ should do next and whether another 
void of MX2 existence is the best move... 




ON THE STATE OF PLAY IN MX2 


Jeffrey Herlings: I like to hear what other 
people are doing, especially my competitors 
this year. I ask them what they have been up 
to that week and some say they haven’t rid¬ 
den and others say they went out for one day 
whereas I know I did three days and I mixed up 
motos, sprints and then combine it cycling and 
other stuff and that’s the difference. I try to 
give my best every single day and be the best I 
can be. I think I work harder than anybody else 
out there in MX2. 

Joel Smets, five times world champion and 
rider coach for Rockstar Energy Suzuki World 
MX1: The argument he uses - if I have un¬ 
derstood it well - is that he feels he will have 
too many years in MX1 if he moves up now 
and I think he is also enjoying himself a lot on 
the MX2 bike. He also knows that if he wants 
to beat Tony Cairoli then he will need all the 
experience he can get. It would be cool to see 
him race Tony and the other guys all year long 
but I also enjoy watching him in MX2 so I’m a 
bit neutral on the subject. 

David Philippaerts, current MX1 rider and 
2008 World Champion: The other riders are 
either too young or too slow but we almost 
have the same story in MX1. Antonio is too 
much for the other riders and for sure too 
much for younger guys like Van Horebeek or 
Searle. 

Herlings: I have had some crashes and most of 
the time it is because I haven’t been focused. 

I knew if I went to the line and started badly 
then I would still win. I’ve had some hard falls 
and then had to pass more than thirty riders to 
get back up into the lead. 


It is hard to stay concentrated and you get to 
a point where you think 'I’ve got two months 
to go, where’s my next goal?’ and all there was 
for me is to make sure of the championship 
and then stay undefeated. 

Brian Jorgensen, former GP winner: He is the 

best, and the motivation for any athlete is to 
be better and it is hard to see how he can keep 
on doing that, especially when there is not the 
level of riders there to push him to the limit. 

Tommy Searle, current MX1 rider and former 
MX2 title rival in 2012: At the moment, and 
next year also, everyone is racing for second 
place. He can earn good money and a good 
bonus and he won’t have to work as hard. You 
can see this season that the mistakes he’s 
made at the starts and so on he wasn’t making 
last year. He was ‘on it’ a lot more and could 
not afford those errors otherwise I would have 
won the race. This year he can come back from 
last place and still win. 

Herlings: I had two difficult GPs, which were 
France and Italy where I was struggling from 
the bruises and pain from Saturday crashes. 
Even though I was only pushing 50% I was still 
winning. If Tommy was there then I wouldn’t 
have won both of those races because he 
provided much more competition. It is not my 
fault that the competition is not there. If I do 
my best then it’s not my problem that nobody 
can catch me. 


HIE RUNGS & MX2? 
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HERUNGS & MX2? 


| REAPING THE MX2 REWARDS 


Jordi Tixier, Red Bull KTM team-mate: Eve- ting any better. The plan is to go MX1 in 2015, 

ry rider is different but he is pretty young, but even that is not confirmed, 

younger than me. If I was in his position then 

I would do the same by staying in MX2. He is Paul Malin, former GP winner and current TV 

winning every weekend and just for the money commentator: There are two sides to the story, 

he is making good bonuses! He manages to set From a financial point of view if he stays and 
his own goals and if he keeps doing that then clocks up the victories then there are more bo- 
there won’t be a problem. nuses to be earned and the more he does the 

more he will be ‘set’. Then you have to ques- 
Herlings: Speaking truthfully, moneywise it is tion the ethical side of just staying there and 



better to stay where I am but I’m not sure it racking up wins, 
will help me much in terms of learning or get- 
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HIERLINGS & MX2? 


ON REPERCUSSIONS FOR MX2 AND HIERLINGS 


Herlings: I did think about it [of being demo¬ 
tivated in 2014] but it is not 100% my choice. 
There is a bit of KTM input as well; I would 
say it is a 50-50 call. KTM wanted me to stay 
in MX2 because they have Tony Cairoli in MX1 
and they don’t see the point of us racing. Now, 
we can say we have the best guy in MX1 and 
also in MX2, so why put them together? I think 
I could use some more experience before go¬ 
ing to MX1 but I reckon my pace will drop next 
year with more riders leaving the class. 

Tixier: It might be more boring next year but 
having him here motivates me. Hopefully I can 
put more pressure on him next season and 
maybe he will feel it more as well if we can 
catch him. 

Giuseppe Luongo, Youthstream President: 

As the promoter of the world championship I 
would prefer to have him in MX1 because now 
in MX2 the battle is practically for second posi¬ 
tion. When Jeffrey jumps up then it will be a 
case of yet another good rider in MX1 and MX2 
will become very interesting. If I have to think 
like a father then I understand his choice but 
like a promoter then MX1! 


Kevin Strijbos, former GP winner, Rockstar 
Suzuki rider: As a fan I can appreciate wanting 
to get him into MX1. MX2 is pretty boring right 
now and some other people have to move up 
at the end of the season so it might be even 
easier for him. 

Malin: I know he puts on the bravado of say¬ 
ing he’s not ready for MX1 and could stay a 
few more years in MX2 but if he does that 
then he’ll rack-up more GP wins than Smets! 

It looks easy for him out there and easier than 
what people like Joel had to work towards for 
years and years. Yeah, he’s a talented kid but 
it depends on his personal goals. If he wants 
wins and championships then MX2 is a fast- 
track to that barring any injuries. 

Jorgensen: Unfortunately I never had the 
luxury of his position! I had plenty of battles 
in my career but I see that he has so much 
potential that it is becoming a bit boring for 
him. No matter where he starts he will win. It 
must be difficult for motivation. The goal is 
always to win but if you are continually doing 
that by forty or fifty seconds then I imagine it 
becomes hard to keep finding new boundaries 
and even to consider to stay in Europe. 



Feature 



COMING TO AMERICA 

Stefan Everts, ten times world champion, 
most winningest rider, Red Bull KTM MX2 
Team Manager: For the sport I would like to 
see him in MX1, like everybody else! It would 
bring fireworks on the track and it would be 
really interesting to see him against Tony and 
the other guys. He is a very energetic rider on 
the bike and he would give something extra to 
that category. On the other hand I can under¬ 
stand his view because he will turn nineteen in 
September and feels that after he goes to MX1 
there is nothing left for him...unless he goes to 
the U.S. for a new challenge. 

Strijbos: If I were in his shoes I would definite¬ 
ly stay on the MX2 bike or go to the USA. If he 
stays here then it could be boring for the 250 
class, but then if he jumped up now then he 
will have so many years of just MX1 and that 
would be boring for him as well. 

Searle: He is so good that he is beating eve¬ 
ryone easily but if it were any other eighteen 
year old then we’d be saying they shouldn’t 


move up. Normally, like Roczen, he’d go to 
America for two years or so and then come 
back ready to go to MX1. 

Malin: Would it not have been an option to go 
to the U.S. for a year and just ride the out¬ 
doors? Roczen moving up to the 450s for 2014 
would allow him to partner Musquin and have 
another year learning and come back to MX1. 
That might have been the perfect solution. It 
is kind of strange because you have a world 
champion who should be able to ride what he 
wants and where he wants but it is a bit like 
he’s trapped or backed into a corner. 

Jorgensen: He is so young to move to the U.S. 
and KTM already have Ken and Marvin. 

Luongo: I think going to the U.S. is a big mis¬ 
take. They can only make good money if they 
ride supercross as well. The world champions 
are here, not in the U.S. and I still believe that 
any American rider, including Villopoto, would 
have trouble to come here and win. They would 





struggle to win. Statistically longer careers 
are had in the world championship and also 
injuries are a part because those guys race so 
much over there. For all this, I believe Jeffrey 
has made a good choice to stay in the world 
championship. People want to see him in MX1 
but the time will go quickly and he’ll come up. 

Philippaerts: I would want to move out of MX2. 
If it were not possible then I’d go to America. If 
I won every GP, every moto and was much fast¬ 
er than the other guys - and I was too young 
for MX1 - then I’d be like Musquin and Roczen 
and try another series. One or two years there 
and then come back to try to win MX1. 

Gautier Paulin, current MX1 rider and former 
GP winner in both classes: He’s having the 
perfect season and that doesn’t happen often! I 
think I would be going to America to get some 
experience...if he doesn’t like it out there then 
come back to MX1. 


Searle: I was eighteen when I moved to Amer¬ 
ica but that is what I wanted to do and I don’t 
regret it at all. I had a good time. It is a lot 
more fun winning all those MX2 motos than 
maybe coming up and winning only a couple 
in MX1. Coming here every weekend knowing 
you are going to win makes it a lot of fun. If 
you win then you go home happy; if you are in 
sixth place then you’re not! 

Strijbos: I think they should change the age 
rule for MX2. That is the biggest factor, be¬ 
cause it could end up driving talents like Jef¬ 
frey away from GPs. 

Jorgensen: It is a difficult question. I would like 
to see him stay in Europe of course because 
he is a fantastic rider in many ways and I think 
one of the best I have ever seen, and I’ve been 
around the sport for many years. He has a lot 
of qualities but I think he still has to grow up 
in some ways, like we all had to when we were 
young. 






IS HIERLINGS READY FOR MX1? 


Smets: From a riding and technical point of 
view I don’t think he is wasting his time or tal¬ 
ent by staying on the 250. I still believe he can 
learn more in MX2. Actually he has some bad 
examples in Holland of Dave Strijbos and John 
Van Den Berk trying to move up too quickly 
and not really making it, so maybe it is not 
such a bad strategy. In terms of his riding and 
his physique he seems ready for MX1 but you 
also have to be ready mentally. Stefan [Everts] 
had that problem. He was 125 world champion 
and then boom! jumped into the 250s and lost 
three years because he wasn’t mature enough 
- in my opinion. The title came in that fourth 
year. Eric Geboers also tried to take two steps 
at once and fucked it up three years in a row. 
There are a few cautionary tales and you could 
say “Jeffrey, you are stupid to stay in MX2” but 
I don’t actually think it is that stupid. 

Herlings: Everybody is saying ‘you should 
move up to MX1’ and then asking if I’m scared. 
Well, I’m not scared and many people forget I 
am only eighteen. I have done some races on 
the MX1 bike and proved that I can ride it well. 

I reckon moving there when I’m 20 or 21 would 
be best but having only two titles when I’m 
eighteen changes the situation a bit. 


Jorgensen: It is still too early for the MX1 
class. He needs to get a bit more hair on his 
chest and a bit more experience. You can move 
up too quickly and end up having a shorter 
career. 

Tixier: I think he has the speed and for sure he 
is strong enough to ride a 350 or 450. I really 
don’t know what he is thinking but I guess he 
feels one more year in MX2 is OK before going 
for it in 2015. 

Herlings: If I were racing in MX1 in 2014 then 
I definitely could win some GPs and race with 
Tony for the title but I hope my career will be 
another ten to twelve years so why move up 
already? To stay twelve years in the same class 
will be kinda boring. 

Luongo: Personally I think he has the talent, 
the condition and everything he needs to be in 
MX1 and to make a good championship. It is 
also true that in MX1 you need some time to 
adapt and we see that with Tommy [Searle], 
Gautier [Paulin] and Jeremy Van Horebeek. 
People see him as a very fast rider but I think 
it would be harder for him to jump into MX1 
and do the same as he is now. 











THE BEST COURSE OF ACTION 


Everts: If I had the perfect season I would feel 
that a challenge would be over and it’s time to 
move on. When I went to the 250s I was also 
nineteen but there was the 500s left so there 
was still two steps ahead of me. For him it is 
different. This year he was motivated to go for 
those records and 2014 will be a new year with 
new things. 

Strijbos: I think I moved up too early but I 
didn’t have a choice. I was on a 125 but those 
KTMs were so good that if you didn’t have one 
then you were struggling to be at the front. 

I got the opportunity to race the factory 250 


Suzuki at Genk for the Belgian GP and I fin¬ 
ished sixth and it started from there. I was 
seventeen. I believe it would have been bet¬ 
ter to stay a bit longer in 125s or MX2. All my 
former rivals were still there, like Ben Townley 
and Tyla Rattray, but I moved. It was only one 
moto of 40 minutes in 2003 but the following 
season we were back to two motos and with 
the new 450 and then I ran into a big problem 
at the beginning of the wintertime. I just didn’t 
like the bike because it was much heavier than 
the 250. I finally adapted to it. Looking back 
now, if I could have had a good MX2 bike then 
I would have gone about my career differently. 








Malin: Jeffrey won MX2 quite easily last year, 
he’s dominated it this year and for me there 
is no sense to staying just to have another 
season with no competition and on that basis 
alone he should try MX1. I can understand it 
from a political point of view. KTM have Tony 
signed until 2016 and they want MX1 owned 
but if they put Jeffrey in there then there will 
be complications. 

Herlings: The competition is getting less and 
less every year in MX2. 

Searle: I think he is ready for the 450 and if he 
did go then he’d do very well but it is a bit shit 
to be on a 450 for ten years. 

Smets: The kid won’t be nineteen until the end 
of the year. We have to give him time to be¬ 
come an adult. It is not that easy in the main 
class and I don’t think there is nothing wrong 
with being able to play around a little bit. 

Everts: I would move on. I like challenges but 
if some new talent came into MX2 or one of 
the guys could step up then that challenge will 
come. 

Smets: My case was completely different. I 
never raced motorcycles and started as a total 
beginner at seventeen years old but I won my 
first race, then the second, then the third and 
after a month I had four victories with big 


margins. People around me kept saying “you 
have to move up a class” but I was still going 
to school and stuff and I was enjoying myself 
and having fun. Maybe I was winning too easily 
but I also felt like I was learning. I don’t regret 
that at all. I think it is important in a career to 
work step-by-step. I don’t feel that Jeffrey is 
standing in one spot; he can still improve by 
being in MX2 and be better prepared with one 
more year. 

Philippaerts: For sure he is young for MX1 but 
in the history of the sport many people win a 
title once or twice and then they move. Look 
at people like Tortelli, Bailey or Everts, they all 
move. We now have that 350 bike in Grands 
Prix and it doesn’t suit every rider but it would 
be good for him. 

Paulin: I can understand that he wants to 
stay in Holland and also in Grand Prix and 
we cannot forget that he has time on his side. 
You can draw a parallel to James Stewart. We 
were watching him for a while in 125s wonder¬ 
ing when he was going to move and then he 
jumped in the 250 and he was young also. 

Herlings: If I go undefeated this year - which 
is definitely possible - then it brings even 
more pressure for 2014 because people will be 
expecting me to do the same thing. Anyway I 
have made my decision about the 250 and I’ll 
have to make the best of it. 








FACEBOOK.COM/SCOTT.SPORTS ^ @SCOTTMOTOSPORTS 



» | SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 




Feature 





RULE i 













L ast week the FIM published the latest and 
what should be (never say never) the final 
update of the MotoGP™ regulations for 2014 
and beyond. As usual it caused a bit of stir, 
but perhaps wisely those concerned chose the 
summer break to make the news public, which 
meant that it couldn’t be rapidly dissected over 
a race weekend. 

There are some who greet each new iteration 
of the rules with a weary sigh, usually com¬ 
bined with a grumble of “why can’t they just 
leave them alone” or “they should do away 
with rules and limits altogether”. There are 
others, myself included, who take a certain 
amount of enjoyment from reading between 
the lines of every bold-type amendment and 
carefully-worded sub-clause to see what poli¬ 
tics and ideas lie beneath. OK, I’ll admit it’s 
not huge fun, certainly not up there with peel¬ 
ing off the blue plastic film from the screen of 
your latest electrical gadget, but a mild bout of 
enjoyment nonetheless. 

The groaners ironically often come from either 
end of the MotoGP™ spectrum; those who 
don’t understand the complexities of running a 
successful top-level world championship, and 
those who understand it to the nth degree but 
who are involved in racing purely and simply 
to test their engineering mettle to the absolute 
and nothing else. 

The MSMA (Manufacturers Association) gen¬ 
erally approach rule-making from this latter 
school of thought, and in the past it was appar¬ 
ent they wielded the most power when the GP 
Commission convened to discuss modifying 
the regulations. The factories’ R&D divisions 
often foot much of the bill for their racing 
budgets, not the marketing departments, so 
the pragmatism of using racing as a test-bed 
and competition as a driving force for innova¬ 
tion colours their thinking. 
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My own belief, and apparently that of the 
FIM, IRTA and Dorna, is that for MotoGP™ to 
survive in an increasingly fragmented inter¬ 
national sports market, then its function as 
entertainment is paramount and, whilst the 
cutting-edge technology is part of that enter¬ 
tainment, if the ‘show’ itself is suffering then 
the rules may need a tweak every now and 
then. 


The cause of this can be down to one team’s 
imperious dominance, the exploitation of a 
loophole or, more pertinently in this current 
economic climate, financial constraints, but 
a quick amendment to the rules is often the 
quickest and least painful way of solving a 
problem...but not without its pitfalls as has 
been found out. (800cc anyone?) 

The latest modifications (see inset) mainly 
concern the scrapping of the CRT categori¬ 
sation (the claiming part had already been 
ditched but now bikes will effectively be fac¬ 
tory or non-factory) and the use of proprietary 
electronics and its penalties. 

As soon as the CRT propositions were made 
back in 2011, here at OTOR we discussed how 
the new hybrid-bikes were effectively a sabre- 
rattle to the MSMA on behalf of Dorna and 
IRTA; a shot across the bow almost as if to 
say, “we can run a successful championship 
without you”. Moves to World Superbikes may 
have been mooted in some factory quarters as 
recently as last year but they were never seri¬ 
ously considered, and when Dorna played their 
trump card by buying the rights to SBK, it took 
that argument out of the equation. 

The relative success of CRT has been in the 
fact that it backed up Dorna and IRTA’s belief 
that there was substantial interest in racing 
cost-effective bikes that wouldn’t necessar¬ 
ily be capable of winning a championship but 
could ultimately prove reasonably competi¬ 
tive - as Aleix Espargaro’s performances have 
shown this year. 


This has now meant that in terms of rule- 
making, the MSMA are no longer wearing 
the trousers. The 800cc era coupled with the 
financial crisis saw to that, so now instead of 
allowing exceptions for CRT, the roles have 
been reversed, and the regulations now make 
exceptions for the factory bikes. 








Technical Regulations MotoGP 
Class - Effective 2014 

Electronics (ECU) Regulations 

A detailed specification and permitted options 
were confirmed. 

The use of the official MotoGP ECU, including 
an internal datalogger, and the official MotoGP 
software package is compulsory. 

Maximum fuel capacity is 24 litres. 

Maximum number of engines per rider, per 
season, is 12. 

Factory Status 

Each Manufacturer, (including motorcycle 
manufacturers and chassis manufacturers), 
can choose to enter up to 4 riders for the sea¬ 
son who will participate with “Factory” status. 

The use of the official MotoGP ECU is compul¬ 
sory. However manufacturers are permitted to 
develop and use their own software. 

Maximum fuel capacity is 20 litres. 

Maximum number of engines per rider, per 
season, is five. (Nine Engines for the first year 
of participation by a new manufacturer). 

Engines are subject to the engine homologa¬ 
tion regulations which mandate frozen engine 
design and internal parts. (New Manufacturers 
are not subject to frozen engine design and 
internal parts in their first season of participa¬ 
tion). 
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MotoGP RULE CHANGES 

This has now meant that in terms of rule- 
making, the MSMA are no longer wearing 
the trousers. The 800cc era coupled with the 
financial crisis saw to that, so now instead of 
allowing exceptions for CRT, the roles have 
been reversed, and the regulations now make 
exceptions for the factory bikes. 

Use of the standard ECU and software package 
is now compulsory, however if a team elects to 
use proprietary software (as all the manufac¬ 
turers will do for their four factory bikes), they 
will be subject to certain penalties, such as 
20 litres of fuel and a five-engine limit for the 
year. 

With ‘claiming’ a thing of the past, the facto¬ 
ries are effectively allowed to create a cheaper 
version of their prototype bike (Honda), lease 
their prototype engine (Yamaha), or even lease 
a whole prototype (Ducati have offered to lease 
their previous year’s model - and rumours are 
that Yamaha are even considering this option 
too) so long as they use the standard software. 

It even gives factories a chance to test their 
bikes with the standard electronics package. 
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The questions are now to where this points 
in terms of ‘new’ manufacturers. Suzuki have 
postponed their programme to 2015, but have 
been taken into account in the meetings (nine 
engines are allowed for new manufacturers, 
and they can develop and upgrade during the 
season). BMW have also ended their factory 
involvement in SBK, hinting towards a possible 
future in MotoGP - their gripe was often about 
the costs involved in making a bike competi¬ 
tive, as well as the influence of the Japanese 
and electronics - so have their concerns been 
addressed? 


Aprilia could be the big losers as their ART 
bike in its current form is somewhere in be¬ 
tween the full prototype and the hybrid. A 
pneumatic-valve system is back on the agenda 
(they were the first to introduce this technol¬ 
ogy with the ‘lively’ RS Cube back in 2002) but 
can they modify their engine enough to cope 
with a 20-litre fuel limit, or are they willing to 
relinquish their excellent proprietary software? 
They will be hoping for further rule-tinkering. 

The big winners from the new rules are the 
FIM, IRTA and Dorna, with a standard ECU now 
accepted by the factories after previous rejec¬ 
tions of such a move. This points to a future of 
a standard unit across the board, and like CRT, 
this is surely a step in the right direction - even 
the most fervent supporters lament the extent 
of electronics’ influence on the sport. 

The hard fact is, of course, that a majority of 
MotoGP™ fans are completely indifferent to 
the regulations (however some of those hard¬ 
core fans and other forum-bashers would like 
to believe) as long as they get a good show 
every other Sunday. 

We will find out throughout 2014 if more steps 
in the right direction have been made in the 
boardroom to keep that majority happy. 
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150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 


YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 


K^mPElUERPERTS #<Z#f PDIUERUJERR 
K0M_RiDE D RUN EE FiNRNCE 


Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW 


KTM 


1190 ADVENTURE | 
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THE RIGHT MOVE 

By Matthew Roberts 



W ith only half of the 2013 season gone the 
main topic during the MotoGP summer 
break seems to be the shape and size of the 
2014 grid, which is forming nicely - depend¬ 
ing on your viewpoint - after the news that Cal 
Crutchlow will move to the factory Ducati team 
in place of Nicky Hayden, with his position at 
Tech3 Yamaha taken by Moto2 youngster Pol 
Espargaro. Scott Redding, meanwhile, has con¬ 
firmed he will definitely be moving up to the top 
class, although exact details are not yet clear. 

I’ve made my thoughts on Pol clear in this blog 
in the past whilst Scott, in my opinion, is not 
only Britain’s best hope of a future MotoGP 
World Champion but possibly the best-equipped 
rider in the paddock to tackle the impending 
dominance of Marc Marquez. Hayden’s future 
was discussed by Gavin Emmett in the last edi¬ 
tion of OTOR, which brings me onto the matter 
of Crutchlow. 

If we take Twitter as an accurate opinion poll, 
which seems to be the norm these days, it 
seems Crutchlow fans are split between back¬ 
ing their guy’s decision, whatever it may be, and 
those who feel short-changed by a rider seem¬ 
ingly motivated by money. Why else would a 
rider swap a bike that he can challenge regularly 
for podiums and wins on for a notorious beast 
that, at best, offers an outside shot of a wet- 
weather podium? 

The Desmosedici, say fans, has wrecked riders’ 
careers. I beg to differ, although Ducati’s prob¬ 
lems are worrying, well documented and at the 
moment show no signs of being solved; that 
much is true. However, work is ongoing and as 
the technical horizons of MotoGP continue to be 
adjusted to provide a more level playing field in 
the future there remains every chance that they 
can turn things around. 


The history of Italian sport is scattered with 
golden moments of great genius mixed with 
periods of controversy and drought, often the 
result of rash decision-making or political inter¬ 
ference. It’s fair to say that Ducati’s track record 
in motorcycle racing mirrors this tendency. But 
who would have expected them to burst back 
onto the Grand Prix scene they way they did 
back in 2003, with a podium in round one and 
victory in round six? And who really expected 
them to win the title with a 21 year old Casey 
Stoner in 2007? Much, rightly, has been ret¬ 
rospectively credited to the rider for this suc¬ 
cess over the last couple of years but there’s no 
doubt Ducati gave him a title-winning bike, al¬ 
beit under the technical genius of now deposed 
chief designer Filippo Preziosi. 

“Crutchlow will no doubt face 
many puzzling dilemmas as a 
factory Ducati rider...” 

The complexities and permutations of Ducati’s 
situation - past, present and future - could 
be debated for hours but I can guarantee you 
Crutchlow’s decision will have taken much less 
time than that. Stay on a bike that offers podi¬ 
ums and the possibility of an odd victory but 
riding for a factory that ultimately do not be¬ 
lieve in him and will never offer him the chance 
to challenge for a championship? Or roll the 
dice and back Ducati, risking failure but with a 
chance, at least a chance, of fulfilling his ulti¬ 
mate dream? 

As for the money, a rider who was late to hit the 
big time and is nearing his thirties can hardly be 
blamed for wishing to secure his future. Crutch¬ 
low will no doubt face many puzzling dilemmas 
as a factory Ducati rider. Choosing to become 
one will have been anything but. 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


FIM CMS President Dr Wolfgang Srb has notched 
two decades in control of international motocross 
this year, so we grabbed twenty minutes with him 
for some opinions on several issues touching the 
sport at this current time... 






















On the re-emergence of two-strokes... 

I’m happy about it because manufacturers 
have R&D, engineers and prototypes from two- 
strokes, four-strokes and alternative energy 
so let it all develop and provide that variety. 

It is our job to make it happen and not pose 
any limits or restrictions. It is all about R&D 
and if they are developing two-strokes now we 
might look back in years to come and think 
‘my goodness’...when they can be much more 
clean and efficient. I know a lot of circuits that 
have been closed because of noise but none 
that have been shut because of emissions. The 
four-stroke noise has created trouble for us 
and for the neighbourhood and that’s the real¬ 
ity. 

On any FIM ‘push’ towards two-strokes... 

The push comes from motocross and enduro 
and the market. If the world goes in one di¬ 
rection then to a degree you have to follow. 
After our latest meeting FIM have talked to 
the European and Japanese manufacturers to 
find the right balance and direction and this 
is very much a job for our technical people 
and technical commission. Anyway it has been 
announced that this will go on and we will do 
it. What is the reality? I think you can ask ten 
people and get ten opinions on what will hap¬ 
pen! 

On the structure of motocross with European 
competitions and new series like the Honda 
150... 

I am happy with the growing interest of the 
manufacturers in the sport. Yes, they have 
participated up until now but I see it grow¬ 
ing more and it is people like Roger Harvey 
(Honda Motor Europe Off-Road Manager) who 
is making a lot of noise and pushing for more. 
That is important and to our benefit, and I love 
it. I think everybody can find their place in our 
sport whether it is two-stroke or four-stroke. 


On the expanding geographical nature of the 
FIM Motocross World Championship... 

It is a process that is ongoing and it is not 
something ‘overnight’. The direction is clear 
and everybody has to adjust to it: teams, 
riders, mechanics...all. The FIM stands fully 
behind the vision to have a real world champi¬ 
onship on as many continents as possible. This 
will come, and everybody has time to get used 
to it. Of course when we go outside of Europe 
I love to see riders from that particular coun¬ 
try competing and we should be like when the 
‘circus comes to town’ the people want to see 
their own ‘artists’ performing. This is what we 
talk about with federations around the world. 
We are in a lucky position because motocross 
is a pretty basic sport so they are - thankfully 
- young riders all over the place. 

Grand Prix events are always a process. Some¬ 
times we sit after a great meeting and we 
have to remember that it is a three or five year 
project. We have sat with Youthstream to talk 
about where we can breed our young riders to 
be able to race. This co-operation we have with 
FIM Europe and the championships with us at 
Grand Prix has raised the level tremendously 
and makes the boys ready for the next step. 

The MXGP Festival is something incredible. 

On the demands of 450 four-strokes for 
Grand Prix racing... 

I recall a meeting that nobody wants to talk 
about now. I received an email - I think it was 
in 2006 or 2007 - from the top team manag¬ 
ers including one American and they told me 
that the 450s are out of control, too powerful 
and too strong, we need to do something and 
go down in capacity. It was shortly after the 
meeting that I think these people were told 
from their home bases on the other side of 
the world to ‘keep quiet’ but from out of those 
discussions the 350 was developed. To re¬ 
ally race the 450 to the edge...who can really 




use the full potential and full power? And who 
plays with it? Not so many because the bike 
is heavy...but we live in circles. I remember 
when we had the famous ‘red’ 500cc and the 
era of Geboers and so on and this came to an 
end. For some those bikes were a religion but 
the trend always move around as engineers 
work to make them better and faster; however 
you reach a stage where it becomes too much. 
I think we will arrive to a point in the future 
where we might see a reduction and there is 
nothing wrong with that. It shouldn’t be a case 
of ‘450 forever’. We want the best bike with 
the best performance that the biggest number 
of riders can really race right to the end. That 
would be my dream; whether it is a 350, 300, 
200 I don’t care. 
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FIM SPEAKS MX 


On needing to give a sizeable period of stabil¬ 
ity for rule changes... 

This lead-time that the Japanese and other 
manufacturers want is OK. We can change a 
little sporting rule like reducing a moto from 
35 minutes to 30 for 2014, for example, but 
when it comes to technical changes it is only 
fair that we talk to them - the MSMA - and 
understand their time to develop. But what I 
don’t want is that things are just postponed, 
postponed and postponed. Something like 
three years is OK. 

On the sliming gate in MX1 and the feedback 
of fans... 

I see we are missing a lot of riders here [Czech 
Republic GP]. There aren’t forty riders out 
there that can really race the 450; we know 
this. On the other hand a full gate is a full gate 
that is clear, and the impression of this regard¬ 
less of whether it is just 6-7 riders who are 
‘on’ and another 15 who are only ‘just on’ and 
the rest ‘just there’ is something different. If it 
were forty I would be happy. We must not for¬ 
get the fans because they pay to come and see 
racing and maybe they cheer for the boy who 
is 27th because he is their local guy. There’s 
nothing wrong with this. This weekend we have 
lost a few to injury, so we’ve dipped from 27 
to 22. I imagine there will be some tweets and 
messages. I would love to see the thirty-rider 
gate full for 2014. 

On the prospect of more help for teams mak¬ 
ing the global show... 

This was also discussed in the last meet¬ 
ing with the brands and I think there will be 
help for twenty riders in each class. Giuseppe 
[Luongo, Youthstream President] knows this. 

He cannot just bring a small number of riders 
to an overseas GR It is not necessarily that the 
top five teams need extra money it is the riders 
in 12, 15, 18, 20th positions that need help. My 
understanding is that there is now equal as¬ 
sistance and the first placed guy does not get 
more money. Giuseppe knows very well that 
there is a need for support and I trust that he 
will do it. 


On the MXGP series changing and trying to 
reach new audiences... 

I support this fully because it means there is 
progress. The days of the 60s and 70s have 
gone. The days of Namur, in a way, have gone. 
The day camping in the woods at Namur 
stopped then it started to become different. 
Things develop. The 70s were great, the 80s 
were great. A car in the 1970s was great but 
nobody would like to drive one now. We had 
good times in motocross but we must not live 
in the past. One remark about Lausitzring, and 
this is what I told them in the meeting late on 
Sunday, is that when we come again - and 
we’d love to do it - motocross fans do not like 
to sit in the tribune for eight hours. This is not 
motocross. The distance is too big and they 
don’t see the riders. Our fans must get close 
and the tribunes are not good for us because 
we want some atmosphere. The track was OK 
but 60-70m of distance from the public was 
not OK, and I hope they take it onboard. 
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On getting the message across... 

It will need the help of our boys, our stars. If 
we talk about it then people will think ‘well, 
what else would they say!?’ What I would like 
to see is the racers and the major team man¬ 
agers talking positive because the fans trust 
them; they don’t necessarily trust us when 
Giuseppe or I talk about the show. That is one 
thing I really admire about the Americans. 

They are so positive and they will not say any 
bad words about their championship. Some¬ 
times they go too far when they talk about 
their 70 sponsors, but have you ever heard 
an American being negative in a press state¬ 
ment? This is what we need to learn a little bit 
and the team managers can help. Behind the 
closed door we can talk about everything and 
anything but when we come out and say things 
are horrible...then we need to overcome this. 
The ‘main actors’ have to carry the message. 
When a rider like Tommy Searle says “it was a 
great race today, come to Matterley for more” 
then the fans will believe this and I’d love to 
see more of that. If something is wrong then 
we come into the office, close the door and 
talk it out and see what we can improve. I find 
it unfair how Giuseppe is treated sometimes 
in social media and I think ‘how can you write 
that? You know nothing?’ the man is still a fan. 
He was a rider, a bad one, who crashed heavily 
and then travelled with his car to Finland and 
everywhere. The picture a big part of the world 
has is negative and I find it unfair. 


On supercross, the attempts to take moto- 
cross in the stadium and where things might 
move in the future... 

You should rule nothing out and things do not 
stay the same forever. The idea to go to stadi¬ 
ums is maybe a good one. We have discussed 
the plan to go to football stadiums and put a 
track that goes inside and outside. We must be 
careful not to make a copy of supercross; we 
cannot and we will not. If a change happens in 
the sport the important thing is to manage and 
control it. Things will happen. What will moto- 
cross be like in 2020? Nobody knows. It will 
still be there, it will still be great and the man 
will always be more important than the ma¬ 
chine, which makes our sport so true and real 
and down to earth. It is special and appreci¬ 
ated that the boys ride their asses-off and you 
cannot buy any title. We should never dismiss 
ideas and I will say that we have interesting 
discussions with Youthstream behind closed 
doors. We want motocross to go bigger, bet¬ 
ter and global and it is just a matter of find¬ 
ing some common ground. What might seem 
a crazy idea today might be the big thing in 
three or four year’s time. We are open-minded. 
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X, AMATEURS AND THE DREAM 

By Steve Matthes 


W ell that’s it. The last off-weekend for the 
AMA nationals has come and gone. 

The series is nine rounds deep and now it rips off 
three in a row (Unadilla, Miller Motorsports-an 
all-new facility- and Lake Elsinore) to complete 
the series that, if I’m honest, has lost a bit of its 
intrigue with KTM's Kenny Roczen crashing and 
DNF’ing a moto at Millville. It’s hard to imagine 
GEICO Honda's Eli Tomac losing his now-big grip 
on the 250MX title (although with teammates 
Wil Hahn suffering two mechanicals and Justin 
Bogle one, perhaps there is some chance disaster 
strikes) without a total meltdown on his part. And 
in the 450MX division, Kawasaki’s Ryan Villlopoto 
has this thing on lockdown and that’s probably 
even IF a mechanical problem happens. He's 
been that good this season. 

But with all that in mind, there was still some 
stuff happening on the week and here are some 
thoughts on that: 

The annual X Games event put on by ESPN went 
down in Los Angeles this past weekend and as far 
as moto is concerned, there was one event that 
was interesting. The Moto X competition was held 
on the floor of the Staples Center Arena. It was 
basically arenacross (29-second lap times) with 
a metal-ramp-to-dirt-landing in the center. It had 
a very short start that was chaotic at times and 
a pretty basic track. Chad Reed signed-up as did 
Josh Hill, Justin Brayton and Jason Lawrence also 
returned to pro racing. 

In the end Brayton (who was fastest qualifier) 
won with a dramatic last-lap pass on Hill to take 
the gold medal and the (rumored) 60,000 dollar 
first place prize. Reed fell in the first turn - most 
riders did at one point or another- and worked up 


from last to fourth. The race was seen by a lot of 
eyeballs here in America and that’s certainly great 
for the sponsors of the top three riders but in my 
mind ESPN could help the sport of supercross/ 
motocross by televising one of the 17 rounds of 
supercross or 12 rounds of motocross. But yeah, 
that won’t happen, so we’ll have to live with some 
sub-par tracks, quirky format and being treated 
as an after-thought by the folks at the World Wide 
Leader in Sports. 

“ESPN could help the sport by 
televising AMA SX or MX but, 
yeah, that won’t happen.” 

Josh Hill of the RCH team rode supercross for 
the team this season and two years after crash¬ 
ing horribly while getting ready for the X Games 
Speed and Style event (that combines racing with 
tricks) was back at X. 

Hill didn’t win but he came close and he showed 
speed all day in LA. 2013 supercross was another 
false start for him and many didn’t think he’d 
ever make it back. But through a lot of hard work 
he did it and even won a heat race this year. The 
second half of the year saw Hill put in some great 
rides and seemingly make it back from where 
he once was: a promising young kid with talent 
although at times a bit misguided off the track. 

Hill’s deal didn’t include outdoors with RCH and 
his contract is up for 2014 (although it looks like 
he’ll be back) but for now, he’s off to Australia to 
race the SX series there. Just don't close the door 
on the #75, he’s looking better and better. 


Last week was the annual ‘Hot Prospects Race’ 
otherwise known as Loretta Lynn’s Amateur 
nationals outside of Memphis, Tennessee. I’m not 
sure if you’re aware of this in whatever country 
you’re in reading this but amateur motocross in 
America is a BIG deal. The kids and parents are 
chasing the (almost) impossible dream and it’s 
a big profit-maker for the tracks and sanctioning 
bodies to hold races all over the country. 


When you're one of the top guys at Loretta’s it’s 
a ‘given’ that you can immediately step into the 
pro ranks and run the pace. This has changed a 
lot over the years as I can remember top amateur 
riders like Timmy Ferry and Jimmy Button were 
barely able to break the top ten straight out of the 
ranch. When Damon Bradshaw finished fourth at 
his first ever national it was a huge deal - that just 
didn’t happen. 



The system we have here rewards the kids with 
support, travel money and bikes and parts be¬ 
yond their wildest dreams. Of course that’s only 
for the select few that have picked up GEICO 
Honda or Team Green rides. The reason why 
Loretta’s is so prestigious over, say, the other 50 
races that run all year round is that it's very hot 
in Tennessee in August and the motos run for 20 
minutes compared to four or five laps for most 
amateur races. The entries are capped and there 
is a process of area and regionals qualifiers a rid¬ 
er must compete in to make it to Loretta Lynn’s. 

Also, the track is used just once a year so there’s 
no one that has it wired. It is truly the fairest sys¬ 
tem and toughest test for the amateurs and if you 
win one of the big classes at Loretta's (250A and 
B Stock and Modified), you’re definitely looked at 
as someone that could make it in Pro MX. 

With that in mind the big winners at the Ranch 
this year were GEICO Honda’s Matt Bisceglia who 
dominated his classes as well as Aaron Plessing- 
er who also swept his category. Bisceglia, the 
Horizon Award winner for best racer of the week, 
is going right into the GEICO Honda truck for this 
weekend’s national and should run top ten while 
Plessinger was a huge surprise for being so good 
at motocross as he’s also an off-road rider. 


“The teams are snatching kids 
as early as the 60 class to 
groom them into Pros...” 

Compare that to James Stewart, Ricky Carmi¬ 
chael, Mike Alessi, Josh Hill, Ryan Villopoto, Trey 
Canard and others who were on the podium 
shortly after debuting as a professional. The 
amateur motocross scene is perhaps one of the 
biggest things to change in motocross in the past 
ten-fifteen years. The money, the support, these 
kids have trainers, they do pro-length motos, they 
are all homeschooled (a big sigh here...) and the 
parents often quit their jobs to take junior racing. 

Of course they hope it pays off in the end but for 
most of them, it won’t. The teams are snatching 
up kids as early as the 60 class to try and groom 
them into being professionals and the days of a 
Jeff Stanton coming out of amateurs with no hype 
are long, long over. 



GRAND PRIX OF GERMANY 

LAUSITZRING ■ JULY 29th ■ Rnd 13 of 17 


MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 



By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 







MXGP GERMANY 









Built in 2000 in a coal mining area, the 
Lausitzring is famous for some German 
DTM car races and for having a 120,000 
capacity. 1000 truckloads of soil helped 
make the motocross track for what was an 
experimental first attempt at Grand Prix 



_ ~ * - _ u = m 



i i ! Qb 

aspma^i “jt 

| ^ T _ 



r ‘v. t, / 























MXGP GERMANY 



T he Lausitzring filled a gap. While Teutschen- 
thal - around 200km west - undergoes a raft 
of modifications in anticipation of the 67th Moto- 
cross of Nations, the Eurospeedway embarked on 
an ambitious project to construct a course across 
Turn 1 of the motorsport layout. With the vast 
seating complex dispersing the sparse attendance 
(the proximity of Teutschenthal and the MotoGP 
at Sachsenring not helping, neither were the near 
forty degree temperatures) the Grand Prix of Ger¬ 
many was a curious experiment and the second 
event from seventeen to take motocross into a 
road racing complex. 

The location was a removal from motocross tradi¬ 
tion but yet another example of the FIM Motocross 
World Championship’s diversity and the different 
kind of challenges it likes to throw at the MX1 and 
MX2 stars. Will Grand Prix return there? It is hard 
to imagine with Teutschenthal likely to return to 
its role as chief stage of international motocross 
in Germany but there are some signs that Lausitz- 
ring’s inauguration had some potential. At least 
according to the racers who negotiated the terrain 
and performed in the heat. Here are some of the 
opinions as told to us on Sunday evening after the 
thirteenth round of seventeen... 

Tony Cairoli, Red Bull KTM, 2-1 and overall MX1 
winner on the day: “I liked the track a lot. I’ve said 
it many times and media or people, fans think I 
am crazy or I am talking bullshit but I think this 
is the way we have to go to improve our sport. 

We are not racing motocross any more like it was 
twenty years ago when we’d just put some poles 
in a field. It is not going like that and we have to 
push to promote the sport. If big sponsors want to 
come to the track then they also expect the facili¬ 
ties to be there. In my opinion you need to look for 
the facilities and then the track is easy to build up. 
I hope we can have more places like this.” 

Clement Desalle, Rockstar Energy Suzuki World 
MX1, 1-2 and runner-up in MX1: “I don’t really 
agree [with Cairoli]. I think it is good sometimes 
to come to places like this but also good to go to 
old school tracks. It is good to mix it up. That’s my 
opinion. I appreciated this track also, but I think a 
variety is the way to go.” 




Joel Roelants, Monster Energy Yamaha, 6-9 in 
MX1: “I think the track was good. They made a 
good job of it and I enjoyed coming here.” 

Kevin Strijbos, Rockstar Energy Suzuki World 
MX1, 5-5 in MX1: “I think it is the best that they 
could do here. The track was very sketchy and dif¬ 
ficult through the bumps. It is something new and 
I like finding fresh challenges. Maybe they can do 
more in 2014 or change things a little if we come 
again.” 

Christophe Charlier, Monster Energy Yamaha, 
2-DNF in MX2: “The track was difficult but you 
could pass everywhere.” 

Jeffrey Herlings, Red Bull KTM, 1-1 and MX2 
winner on the day: “I like tracks like these; Qatar, 
Thailand and the new places that are really wide, 
possible for passing with good soil. I don’t really 
like circuits like Ernee and Maggiora that are very 
tight and small and difficult for overtaking. The 
bumpier and heavier then the better.” 

David Philippaerts, Gariboldi Honda, 8-6 in MX1: 

“I think it is an amazing place with the facilities 
and the riders and the mechanics have everything 
they need. I think the track needs to be changed a 
little bit but motocross is heading in this way and 
I’m very happy to race in these conditions.” 

Shaun Simpson, JK Yamaha, 13-10 in MX1: “The 
track overall was not too bad; quite supercrossy, 
quite different dirt. I thought we would probably 
get down to the tarmac but we didn’t. In a few 
places the grass was coming through which made 
for a Belgian Championship-style vibe, which is 
sometimes not too bad! The track wasn’t overly 
difficult but the heat created a recipe for dehydra¬ 
tion and riders fading. What disappointed me was 
that for a German GP there was zero atmosphere. 
There were not many people and I felt like we 
could have been racing anywhere or even Qatar. I 
like that thing about motocross when people line 
the fences, and here they were too far away. From 
a track point of view it was pretty good fun and all 
the parking and paddock made things very sim¬ 
ple...but I’d rather be at Teutschenthal.” 


Tommy Searle, CLS Monster Energy Kawasaki Pro 
Circuit, 3-4 in MX1: “I think it’s mint and I always 
like places like this. When we went to Qatar, Fran- 
ciacorta, Zolder...Mallory Park was a bit shit be¬ 
cause of the dirt. The ground here was good and 
the track is all about that. They did a good job. 

I think it is cool and I like being in the paddock 
here. Going to places like Ernee with the big crowd 
and Matterley...they are pretty sick. The atmos¬ 
phere at tracks like that can be amazing but it is 
just different. It is OK to have some variety. The 
track here was alright and I think the racing would 
have been better if it wasn’t so hot.” 












Gautier Paulin was on the gas and in the 
lead...and then his season changed in 
an instant. One week later and he had 
dropped from second to fourth in MX1 and 
was nursing the effects of a concussion 
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Max Anstie (left) showed what some 
decent starts could achieve and his fight 
with Tixier and Coldenhoff was one of the 
highlights of the GP. A shame it ended in a 
crash. Desalle (below) owned a moto but 
could not catch Cairoli in the second sprint. 
Bad days for Max Nagl (right) and Rui 
Goncalves (far right) with their respective 
illness and injury problems. Nagl’s plight 
was especially disappointing at his home 
Grand Prix 
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The all-action style of Dean Ferris who made one mistake too 
many to think about another podium. The Australian is part of a 
group looking to see where the remaining saddles in the top MX1 
teams will fall for 2014. He has to move class due to his age. Arm- 
pump blunted Kevin Strijbos’ challenge (right) but the Belgian 
would roar back at Loket the following weekend. With forty degree 
temperatures the full paddling pool was an essential accesory 
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Tommy Searle was on-form in Germany. Taking 
the UK’s first pole position in MX1. Sadly a 
small crash in the second moto meant that he 
lost the tow to De Dycker in third position and 
just missed out on his first rostrum appearance 
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CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Tony Cairol i, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

3 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 

4 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 13 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

611 

2 

Clement Desalle 

503 

3 

Ken De Dycker 

479 

4 

Gautier Paulin 

465 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

397 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

3 

Glen Coldenhoff, NED 

KTM 

4 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

5 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Suzuki 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 13 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

642 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

483 

3 

Jose Butron 

416 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

365 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

362 





















































Stefan Everts (top left) gets revenge on Jeffrey Herlings 
for sinking his unbeaten record in GP wins. The 
temperature was hot and in more than one way in the 
factory Honda awning (below). The Italian MXGP riders 
pay tribute to late WSB star Antonio Antonelli. Shaun 
Simpson (above) is drilling the JK Yamaha hard and the 
top ten regular is vying for the best possible deal for 2014 














One of the highlights of Scott’s new 2014 offer¬ 
ings is the augmented package around their Com¬ 
mander chest protector that really seems to be a 
segment leader when it comes to that vital criteria: 
comfort, fit, protection and versatility. After two 
years of development the same excellent ergonomic 
shape is in place and the ‘floating’ mechanism that 
neatly houses the rear strut of any Leatt neck brace 
are two of the eye-catching elements. New for 2014 
is the Commander Jacket that incorporates anti 
arm-pump sections for the forearms (no straps and 
use of a ‘w’ elastic shape to grip the limb) forward 
tilted shoulder protection (in a place where it is 
most needed). Expect the body amour to be found 
in dealers and online by the end of August and we 
don’t have any details for pricing just yet. 





TISSOT 

Not really a product but anybody based in or visit¬ 
ing Geneva and who are fans of the Tissot brand 
can enter a historical exhibition staged by the 
company in celebration of 160 years of history. The 
Cite du Temps, one of Geneva’s landmarks, which 
was built in the 1840s, is the site of the spread that 
opened a fortnight ago and will run until the first 
week of October. The full story of Tissot and their 
various participation in motorsports is explained 
with display cases of models from the Tissot Pen¬ 
dant made in 1878 up until the Tissot Heritage 
Navigator 160th Anniversary. 
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2013 Monster Energy girls 
By Ray Archer 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 





